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'Remembering Belmont’s Secretariat

Guest Column
By Advienne Neary

The power. The elegance. The
reinarkable beauty. The intense
anticipation. The moment. The
race, The dirt Mies,

In 1973, a horse named
secretariat streck out of the start-
ing gate with all of the other
Kentucky Derby contenders, It was
this day that he set himself apart
from every other horse in history.
He had won the 99th Kentucky
Drerbwy that vear in an unprecedent-
ed way Every quarter he ran was
faster than the previous one, run-
ning from dead last out of the gate
to win, by over 2 [engths. He was
the first horse to riun 11/4 miles in
under 2 minutes. He defied logic.
In all other sitations, horses begin
to fatigue along with the length of
the race. He did what no other
horse has ever done. He ran faster
as the race progressed!

In the Preakness, he broke out of
the gate last again. He went from
tast to first in about 180 yards dur-
ing the first twrn. His acceleration
was amazing - and seemingly far
oo early. Down the backswretch,
he eased into position, and ran for
an easy 2 1/2-length win. People
fell in lowve with Secretariat, during
a very tumultuous time in our own
history

As we witnessed the details of
Watergate, Secretariat was on the
front of Time magarine, and Sparts
Mustrated. He was magnificent. No
scandal, just pure beauty. He
would become the first Triple
Crovn winner sipce Citation in
1948, and he inspired us and gave
us something to believe in.

Om June 9th 1973, Secretariar
capiured cur hearts, and our imag-
nation, and he did not disappoint.
He seemed to know what he need-
ed to do for the prueling third leg of
the Triple Ceovwn, and he did it with
panache and fire, exactly when he
meant o, Before the race, his mus-
cles were rippling, his nostrifs
flared, his ears Bickered. He ndck-
ered. He reared. He was readwy.

He. broke out of the gate very
well, and was on the inside going
into the first turn. Sham and
Secretariat were (ogether during
the first tuwrn. e fely terrific, and
felt like running Many people
thought: Let him run. Lets see
what he can do. Down the back-
stretch, he left Sham at the 3/4 mile
mark in a blistering 109 2/5.
Betore the second turn  he
widened his lead, It was an insane
pace. But he kept pulling away
MNobody knew he could do this!

With 1/4 mile to go, he was 14
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Vital Statistics: Secretariat
Born March 30, 1970 - Died Cctober 4, 1989

Heighi: 16'2 Hands

Waight: 1200 Pounds

Number of foals: 653 - 57 Siakes Winnars
Current Fopular Dascendenls:
A.F. Indy, Gone West, Storm Cat, Elugive Quality, Smarty Janes

lengths in the lead. Coming out of
the nurn for home, he was ahead by
18 and simply annihilating his field
of competitors. The calling of the
race, infused with
great awe, “He's mov-
ing like a remen-
dots meachitne™ s
indelibly etched in
RN IEMOes,
Secretariat won the
1973 Belmont Stakes
by an astonishing 31
lengths in a world
record fime of
22400, He owms the
Belmont. Tt wouldn'
be right to have the
Belmont Stakes with-
ot hmmn’ng the greaf Secrefariat.
Everybody was screaming with
jov, and exhilaration and then
many simply began weeping. [
WS AMazing, This was perfeciion,
Many people never cashed their
winning tickets. That was theis
piece of something great,
Horseracing is filled with unpre-
dictable, and wvery intense
menments. This vears Belmont is
going to be a nail biter. Many of the
horses that raced in the Kentucky
Derby will meet again, This is the
longest race of the Triple Crown
trall, One of the contenders, who
cariee i second in the Derby is a
horse named Bluegrass Cat, He is
by a horse named Storm Car, and
out of a3 mare named She's a
Winner. He has Secretariat in his
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pedigree fwice, once on the sire's
side, and once on the dam’ side,
Another horse coming to Belmont,
MY, on June 10, is Steppenwolfer,
He was 3rd in the
Derby, and he has
three Triple Crown
winners in his pedi-
Eree: secretariat
1973, >eattle  Slew
1977, and Citation
1548

Gther challengers
for the 2006 Belmant
imclude:

(2 in the
Preakness),
Hemingways  Key
(3rd in the Preakness), Tazil (4th in
the Derby), Deputy Glitters, Bob
and John, Point Determined,
Sunriver, High Cotton, and Lewis
Michael - all running for more
flowers.

OF course, dont forget the flow-
ers! Camnarons will grace the
shoulders of the Belmont Stakes
winner. This blanket is actually
composed of 350 to 400 carnma-
ttons, carefully glued to a large
piece of felt weighing approxi-
mately 30 to 40 pounds! There's
quite a bit of work that goes into
the continuing the Tradition of the
American Triple Crown, agnud there's
something in it for all ages.

Althaugh there are many presti-
gious races all over the world, the
Triple Crowmn races are very special,

and carry with them a torch of
unforgettable MEmories.
Throughout history, contests have
been waged from the backs of
horses. It is a fascinating part of
our lives, as we measure and test
our abilities, hone our skilis and
feet the beat of destiny. Horses are
an inexorable part of all of us. We
wodnt be where we are without
them. Catch all the coverage lead-
irgg up o this year's Belmont Stakes
beginning June § at 1 pum., angd
Jurie 9 at 5 pam. om BESPNZ. O
WIWWLEDOS, BSPILEO, COTNS Sports/ it
viistings/!schedule, '

Live coverage for the 158th run-
ning of the Belmont Stakes on Tune
10 beging &t noon on BSPN, and
switches to ABC at 5 p.m. Post ime
for the Z006 “Test of the
Champion” Belmont Stakes is at
&:35 pi. For more information go
tor www.nyra.com/ Belmaont/

Adrienne Neary frains horses in
Wilror Malne, She has produced a
Wb sile for horse lovers, which feq-
fures weluable informeation abowt
the orse, and her nationally recog-
nized ariwark ar
rnvn wingspanartsintl.eom

Race Record: Secretariat

Record: 21-16-3-1 {Over two years)
Earnirgs: $1,316,808

1872, al age 2!

Won the Sanford Stakes, Hopeful |
Stakes, Belmont Futurtty, Laurel
Fulurity, Barden Siale Stakes.
Placed in the Champagne Slakes
{disgualified from 1st). )
Named Champion 2 year-old colt
and Horse of the Year.

I 19738t age 3:

Won tha Kentucky Derby (new track
recard}, Preakness Stakes (new
track record), Belmont Stakes (new
warld record), Bay Shore Stakes,
Gatham Stakes {tiad track recard),
Arlington Invilational, Mariboro
Cap [new world recard). Man
O"'War Stakes [mew course record),
Canadian International. £
Placed in the Woodward Stakes:
and Whilney Stakes.

showed [a tha Wood Memaorial.
Named Champion 3 year-old colt ,
Champien Grass Horse, and Horse,
of the Year.
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