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“The Byerley Turk: The Incredible Story of the World’s First Thoroughbred”, is a fantastic story, 
masterfully told. It is a story of a horse, from his auspicious birth while in the care of his Turkish 
groom, to his peaceful death while in the care of the wealthy Englishman, Robert Byerley. It is 
most compelling, and contains a graphic intensity that the author Jeremy James, who has 
knowledge and experience with horses, weaves into his story.  
 
Jeremy James has the ability to take you inside the landscape, and into the hearts of horses and 
of men. In fact, the way that this story is told, gives insight into an era that is long gone. Buildings, 
scenery, attire, relationships, protocol, and events are lavishly described. It gives insight to vastly 
different cultures in conflict, and yet the element of the human heart, and the heart of the horse are 
amplified throughout. The author has an uncanny ability to involve the reader, so that the 
passions, horrors, joys and sorrows, are deeply felt.  
 
This is a story of trust, loyalty, and supreme athleticism, during a time of war and upheaval. There 
are heroic deeds performed as a matter of fact, and in retrospect, deeds with a seemingly 
supernatural aura… deeds which connected the events with their destiny. There are elements of 
beauty amongst the serious gore. Fear and friendship, supreme intellect, slavery, survival, 
suffering and opportunity are juxtaposed inexorably into the landscape spanning from the Ottoman 
Empire, to Ireland. 
 
The stallion and his groom inspire awe and change, where ever they go. The relationships that 
they offer are of such a deep and profound nature, that, whether they are at home, or in a foreign 
land, at times it seems that they are from a different world altogether. 
 
There are emotionally charged sequences of courage and sacrifice made in the name of love, not 
war. This story illustrates the power of deep relationships, the power of ‘home’, and the 
transformative power of understanding.  
 
It is not a story for the faint-hearted. The senses are floridly described in scenes of death, stress 
and suffering. Partings are painful. Love is not a petty emotion. Devotion is not a fleeting fulfillment 
of convenience. It is a book of extremes. Extreme beauty and style…extreme dedication, extreme 
danger, and the fantastic power of a strong-willed and defiant stallion, and the tender moments he 
creates when the touch of a whisker brings about peace and comfort…  
 
It is the story of how Robert Byerley came to be in possession of the Turkish horse known as the 
Byerley Turk. Well researched and well presented, it is a wonderful use of the novel in depicting a 
time in history. It successfully captivates the imagination, and allows the reader to understand the 
importance of the horse in World History.  
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Wingspan Arts International is a private company specializing in providing quality information and products to the 
horse industry.  It is composed of three areas of expertise: Pedigree Analysis and Breeding Consultation,  Riding and 
Training Information, and Nationally recognized Equine Artwork. Wingspan Arts Intl. is also a US Distributor for Siliforce 
Horses, and Siliforce Pets, a world-class mineral supplement.  
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